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Cast of Characters

Pal nyr a: Queen of Sicily. Filled with
duty. Would die rather than
choose.

Lady Fidget: A woman of the town. Her

"virtue is [her] greatest
affectation.” Knows how to
pl ay the gane.

An Orange Wnan: A bawd, a huswi fe, who sells
fruit.

Angel l'i ca Bi anca: A courtesan, proud and broken
heart ed.

Bel vi der a: Ophelia, with | ess spunk.

M r anda: "A gay coquette."

Lucili a: Abhors the gane, believes in

af fective | ove.

Leshi a: Submts herself to socia
contract. Has ideas.



ACT |
Scene 1

A period specific space. Ei ght wonen are gathered.
Each is in masquerade or cross-dressed. As they
settle in, they renove nmasks or items of clothing,
clarifying their identity. It is difficult to tel
class distinctions fromthe wonen's appear ances.
Lesbia, cross-dressed and in sone kind of

| eader shi p position, addresses the group.

LESBI A
Wel conme, dear friends all. | address you as such in
hopes that thus we shall becone, for each of us is, |
believe, in need of friendship, beyond that which the
worl d has allotted us.

She gestures to the wonen she nanes who

acknow edge according to their character.
| have been lucky in nmy conpanionship, for ny dear
friend Lucilia has been a constant source of guidance
and grace for many years, and Mranda, a new- found

fount of vexation and diversion. I amless lucky in ny
marriage, but that is no grave matter, for which woman
is? In marriage, nen have all the luck, for all is so

readily stacked in their favor, it is nigh inpossible
for fortune to fall our way. But we are not here to
di scuss marriage, although I do not doubt it may be a

great source of our material; all in due course,
however. | amcalled Lesbia, and | amthe cause of this
gathering--rather, I amthe author of it; the cause is

the need we all share of which we cannot find
ful fill ment el sewhere.

| think it best if we begin--or perhaps | have tal ked

| ong enough to nake it a continuation--with a series of
introductions. | call upon each woman here to speak of
hersel f as she wi shes, and to renenber we are anobngst
friends. W are nuch subjected to what the world thinks
of us; we are not now in the world, and need not
concern ourselves with propriety and expectation. |
charge you speak the truth, as far as you know it.

O nyself, | only wish to add that | endeavor to serve
this gathering as best | can; comon good is the

great est achi evenent to which one can aspire. | have
cone to realize, however, that | wish to work toward

t he good of a conmunity of nmy own choosing; | have
chosen this. | thank each of you for being here, and

anticipate with pleasure what we shall create together.

Who shal |l speak next?

( CONTI NUED)



A beat .
ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA
There was a tinme when it should have been |
Alas, | think that nowit shall not be.

A | ong pause.

LESBI A
Yes, well. Lucilia, perhaps you would consent to go
next ?

LUCI LI A
For you, dear friend, | would speak were there a
hundred people present. But | nust admt, | speak far

nmore gladly with the present eight. Lesbia has al ready
nanmed me, Lucilia, and that shall do quite nicely.

LESBI A
She woul d not say it, but she is a paragon of virtue
and grace.

LUCI LI A
| would not say it for it is not true. | have been a
party to deceit and intrigue. | thank Providence no
harm cane of it but ny own bl em shnent.

LESBI A
You were ill-advised.

LUCI LI A
A further ill to not recognize and rebuke the evil

before |I did partake.

LESBI A
If evil did not know how to disqguise itself, it should
not be so dangerous, and wherein could not be so evil.
To trust is a virtue, is it not?

M RANDA
| f one trusts wi sely, perhaps.

LADY FI DGET
What is this talk of virtue? |I thought we were here to
be honest.

LUCI LI A

Honesty is virtue.

LADY FI DGET
Then if one wi shes to be virtuous one nust be honest?
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LUCI LI A
Nat ural | y.

LADY FI DGET
Yet if one is honest, one cannot naturally claim
virtue. The honest anbng us do not profess or desire
virtue, and those who claimvirtue do so di shonestly,
for to profess it is to want it. The only way to |ive
is to get others to profess it for you. Lesbia deens
you virtuous; you blush and say nothing. This tells us
you are nodest; and creates enough intrigue as to all ow
for possibilities in the future. In arguing for
yoursel f you only act to condemm yourself; we |earn
that you are not virtuous, and that you wish to be, a
nost unappeal i ng conbi nati on. Men seek the woman who
wi ||l appear virtuous and allow themnot to be.

M RANDA
There are no nmen here.

LADY FI DGET
There are nen everywhere.

LESBI A
Per haps, dear friend, you wish to introduce yourself in
nane as well as opinion?

LADY FI DGET
Does not ny opinion herald ne as well as any title? O
course not. | am Lady Fidget.
LUCI LI A
You are married?
LADY FI DGET
Yes.
LUCI LI A

Then why speak you of nen and intrigue?

LADY FI DGET
| have often found that ignorance desires virtue; those
who know better know better.

LUCI LI A
| think that is a sad view of things.

LESBI A
Lucilia, Lady Fidget, perhaps we may return to our
i ntroductions? |I have no doubt that we have nuch to
di scuss, and do hope we will continue to explore our
differences with respect and civility, but | first w sh
to ensure that everyone be given a chance to voice
t hensel ves as they woul d.
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Si mul t aneousl y:

LADY FI DGET
Very wel | .

LUCI LI A
O course.

LESBI A
Very good. Who shall go next?

ORANGE WOVAN
"1l speak up now, if it be ny turn. Gad, if it be not,
| speak up nonetheless. I ama good woman and | run an
honest business. | don’'t give nuch mnd to your tal k of
virtue and honesty. | know | am an honest wonman, but,
gad, it don’t make much difference in the way fol ks
treat ne. | aman honest woman, and | bring in enough
for me and ny own. That is enough.

LESBI A
Have you a nane you wi sh us to use for you?

ORANGE WOVAN
| have a nane and if | wished it used |'d ve said it.

LESBI A
How shall we refer to you?

ORANGE WOVAN
Address ne directly or not at all.

Pal myra stands, begins to remask herself.

PALMYRA
Alas, | fear | have nmade a m st ake.
This conpany is rather far renoved
Fromthat with which I amfamliar.
O rather, it is too famliar.
| spent ny young life hid fromwho I am
Am dst such cl asses far beneath ny own.
| am now queen of Sicily; as such
| shoul dst be there, not here, | do repent.

ANGELLI CA BI ANCA
You think you re better than us just because
You married into wealth and have a title?
| choose ny own fate; can you say the sane?

PALMYRA
| never neant--
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ANCGELLI CA Bl ANCA
You all are so naive.
Here to pretend you aren’'t subject to
The wills and whins of nen and fickle hearts.
You all are bound, you' re broken, as aml.
As much as we nmight try, no place to go,
No place we go will grant us an escape.
Why even bot her being here at all?

LESBI A
Why are you here then, if you do not believe it a
wor t hwhi | e endeavor ?

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA
Were el se have | to be? E ersince that man,
That cursed, filthy, woebegotten nman,
Did stain ny sheets with |ies and grave deceits,
E ersince that day when wonton fool he nade ne,
| find | cannot profit like I did
In ny control, for now |l see 'twas false,
A nmere mrage | painted for nyself.
| may not answer to a single man,
Need not rely on himfor food and board,
Yet nor do | have power over them
And their respect shall ne’ er outlast their gold.
They only love nme whilst they think they own ne.
And really, what nmore can | be to thenf?
There is no roomfor woman in this world.
No room for independence or for safety.
We are not safe, no, none of us, not safe.

LADY FI DGET
It’s a ganme. You have to play it right.

ORANGE WOVAN
They make all the rules. There in't no way to play it
right.

LESBI A

Who are you?

ANCGELLI CA Bl ANCA
There was a tinme when nen, seeing ny face,
Wul d weep and duel each other for a thought.
Not really for a thought, though, | suppose.
And now | see 'twas never about ne.
Angel | ica Bianca is ny nane.
Treat it with care, it once did bring ne fane.

LADY FI DCET
And now it brings you woe?
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BELVI DERA
We? We. We!

A silence. Until:

M RANDA
Mranda call they nme. | |ike ganes, but only when | set
the rules. | do not play nmuch now, although | sonetines
find occasion...but there are no ganes wi thout
consequence, | have | earned. Ganes can grow weari sone.
Men do not approve, and those who do have their own
rules, and wll abide no others. Best to abandon the

playing for a man who will not play you.

LADY FI DGET
VWhat man is that?

ORANGE WOVAN
Gad, no such man exi sts!

LUCI LI A
My dear sweet Phill abell--
LADY FI DGET
I s virtuous as you, no doubt.
M RANDA
There are nmen who- -
LADY FI DGET
Are nmen, and thus will play you. It is possible he wll
not intend to, but in the course of things will cone a

ti me when you and he wish differently, and he wl|
realize that he can play you w thout consequence. There
is no threat to him only to us. O course he'll play.

A pause.
What, no response?

M RANDA
| must think further.

LADY FI DGET
And Lady Virtue?

LUCI LI A
| once played him | wote those letters...| never
i ntended--but alas | betrayed himand nyself. [If |
could do so...but he is ny better! He would never ne
bet ray!
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BELVI DERA
Betray! Betray. Betray?

A pause.

LESBI A
Wul d you care to introduce yourself?

They wait. She speaks in fragnented verse:

BELVI DERA
.. betrayed..as we once were
A plot discovered...by ne
By me ny own betrayal...!
But for that man......
.man...what he tried to do
| amthe vessel, vessel of your guilt!
..our guilt grow weary fade away
D scover what you will....
..this world..this world wi thout him
Where el se have | to go....?
The end...in the end we know
Qur duty is to die

A long silence.

LESBI A
Your nanme?

Bel vi dera | ooks at Lesbia. Then, slowy:

BELVI DERA
Veni ce.

She bl i nks.
Bel vi der a.

LESBI A
Wl cone, Belvidera. Welcone all. | know many of you are
doubt f ul - -

M RANDA
O openly belligerent!

LESBI A
--but I have no doubt that should we chose to chance
it, we shall find nuch value in our neeting. Qur
current discord heralds not future failure but great
possibility. W shall continue to discuss these
difficult matters, and it is my hope in the course of
this discourse to create a text that chronicles our
i deas and acti ons.
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LADY FI DGET
You wish us to wite conduct literature?

LESBI A
Not quite, Lady Fidget. I wish us to wite a play.

The wonen react.

LADY FI DGET
And why should we do that?
M RANDA
To make our own rul es.
LADY FI DGET
No one wll produce it.
LESBI A
That is not a current concern.
LADY FI DGET
O course it is. Wiy wite a play that no one wll
pr oduce?
LUCI LI A
W do not know it that it will not be produced. It may
very well be produced.
LESBI A
And even if it is not, we’'ll still have witten it.

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA
There is no point if it is not perforned.
What good is there in sonmething that’s unseen?

BELVI DERA
.visions columms white ny marbl e god

LESBI A
We shall see it. Are not we enough?

BELVI DERA
You see nme here you gods a poor old man

LADY FI DGET
We cannot be playwight and audi ence bot h.

BELVI DERA
As full of grief as age, wetched in both

LESBI A
And actresses too!
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LADY FI DGET
This is insanity!

BELVI DERA
O woe is nel!
To have seen what | have seen, see what | see!

LESBI A
We have a chance here--

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA
To waste our time with drivel, self-deluding--

BELVI DERA
See what | see

LESBI A
Do you not see the value--?

BELVI DERA
See what | see

LADY FI DCGET
| see a phantasm -

BELVI DERA
See what | see

LESBI A
We have a chance- -

BELVI DERA
We are all blind and being | ed by fool s!

A | ong pause.

BELVI DERA
We nmust | ead oursel ves.

A long silence.

ORANGE WOVAN
| think she’s right. | think she’s mad but | think
she’s right. | never been hel ped by nobody; what | nade
| made nyself. It int nuch but it’s mne. And they
always try to take it fromne. Wiat | got, and what |
am | try not to help them Maybe this don’'t matter but
they can’t touch it. They can’t touch us here.

A pause.
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LADY FI DGET

| suppose that

LESBI A
Ch?

LADY FI DGET

Don’t be snug.

LESBI A
Not at all.

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA

But can we ever truly be untouched?
Why, even here we squabbl e about nen.

Wiy do we tell ourselves we can be safe?

LESBI A

Per haps we cannot be,
see for us tolive is to try.

ORANGE WOVAN

And that’s enough?

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA

Nevert hel ess. ..

LESBI A

W strive,
ORANGE WOVAN

We | abor,
M RANDA

We attenpt,
LUCI LI A

We endeavor,

ANGELLI CA Bl ANCA
We cont end,

LADY FI DGET
We venture,

PALMYRA
We aspire

BELVI DERA
W& conti nue.

A | ong pause.

I s sonet hi ng.

i s enough.

10.

but we can try. The only way |
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LESBI A
Shal |

we conti nue?

Lights fade as the wonen conti nue.

11.



